Lesson Outline

Topic: Linking Ideas       Class: S1      
Objectives: To expose students to different connectives; To enable students to explore and experiment the use of the connectives; To raise students’ awareness of using linking words in language production 

* The objective of the lesson is on students’ awareness of using connectives, instead of teaching them certain connectives, so that they gradually master skills of linking ideas and this secures the possibility of extending their mental pool of connectives in their future English learning.

Students’ Preparation: Students read a drama script and prepare a written and an oral reading report covering the summary and their comments. Students are given a sample report (named as ‘Broken Passage’) (the task listed in 1) and they have to improve it. They also collect at least 6 connectives (though teachers used the term ‘linking word’).

	Steps (Key: T = Teacher; Ss= Students)

	Lead in Stage – Sharing of Students’ Work (10 mins)
Ss present their oral reading reports in pairs. Their partners need to jot down the connectives.

	Drawing Students’ Awareness of their existing knowledge (10 mins)
T asks Ss to share what connectives they have used, making Ss aware of their existing knowledge about connectives. Ss list as many connectives they know as possible in groups.

T asks one group to randomly give a connective and the other group needs to make use of that connective to complete the sentence ‘I love Miss Wong’

E.g. T: I love Miss Wong 

Group 1: because  

Group 2: I love Miss Wong because she is nice.

	Introducing the Lesson Objective making use of a Picture (5 mins)
T shows 3 pictures 

Picture 1: Photo smashed into pieces

Picture 2: The same photo still in pieces but loosely glued together

Picture 3: The same photo in a complete view

T guides Ss to think Picture 1 as a writing without use of connectives; Picture 2 as a writing with basic use of connectives and Picture 3 as a writing with good use of connectives.

	Exploring the Different Possibilities of Using Linking Words to Improve Writing (15 mins) 
Ss discuss what linking words to be used and how to use them to improve the broken passage. 

Some groups are invited to demonstrate the use of different linking words to improve the writing in various ways. 

T makes use of this opportunity to highlight any misuse of connectives. 

	Experimenting with the Use of Linking words to Express Various Meanings (Creative Writing) (10 mins)

T gives 4 sentences to Ss and Ss come up with different linking words to reorganize the 4 sentences into 2 completely different stories using their creativity. 

Jerry got sick. Jerry worked very hard. Jerry was very worried about the exam. Jerry ate a lot.

	Extending the use of linking words and further exploring other linking words (5  mins)

Ss need to continue the creative writing in groups after class.

Ss are given other connectives and do research on the use and meaning. 
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